Abstract: The lowest-lying glueball masses are computed in SU(N ) gauge theory on a spacetime lattice for constant value of the lattice spacing a and for N ranging from 3 to 8. The lattice spacing is fixed using the deconfinement temperature at temporal extension of the lattice N T = 6. The calculation is conducted employing in each channel a variational ansatz performed on a large basis of operators that includes also torelon and (for the lightest states) scattering trial functions. This basis is constructed using an automatic algorithm that allows us to build operators of any size and shape in any irreducible representation of the cubic group. A good signal is extracted for the ground state and the first excitation in several symmetry channels. It is shown that all the observed states are well described by their large N values, with modest O(1/N 2 ) corrections. In addition spurious states are identified that couple to torelon and scattering operators. As a byproduct of our calculation, the critical couplings for the deconfinement phase transition for N = 5 and N = 7 and temporal extension of the lattice N T = 6 are determined.
Introduction
Non-Abelian SU(N ) gauge theories with fermions in the fundamental representation have a simpler diagrammatic expansion in the limit in which the number of colours N goes to infinity with the product λ = g 2 N held fixed [1, 2, 3] (see e.g. [4, 5] for reviews of the original ideas and some more recent developments). Due to their simpler structure that can nevertheless shed invaluable insights on non-perturbative phenomena in non-Abelian gauge theories, SU(N ) gauge theories in the large N limit play a central role in the gauge-gravity correspondence and have become the subject of a line of numerical investigations on the lattice. In addition to determining values for observables in the large N limit, lattice calculations provide their corrections at finite N , which can be expressed as a power series in 1/N 2 for the quenched theory and in 1/N in the dynamical case; the emerging picture is that, at least for the quenched theory, only the leading correction of O(1/N 2 ) is sufficient to describe the system at any finite value of N bigger than two at a level of accuracy of the order of a few percents. These calculations clarify quantitatively the meaning of the statement that the physical case N = 3 is close to N = ∞. Numerical calculations at large N have been recently reviewed in [6, 7, 8] , with a review of earlier numerical works provided in [9] .
If the lattice legitimates the use of the large N limit to describe the physics for N = 3, analytical approaches based on large N ideas are of great help to model the lattice data. In order to assess the reliability of various analytical methods based on the large N framework (which often have to resort to other approximations in addition to taking the large N limit), it is important to compare their predictions to the lattice data for observables that are well under control in both approaches. The glueball spectrum in the pure Yang-Mills theory is one of the easiest observables to compare. Analytical results for glueball spectra in the large N limit are available from calculations based on different approaches, in particular in various backgrounds in the gauge/string duality framework [10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18] , with a variational ansatz for the groundstate of the Yang-Mills theory [19, 20, 21] and in the light-cone framework [22, 23, 24] . On the lattice side, glueballs in the SU (2) and mostly SU(3) Yang-Mills theory have been the subject of extended studies for quite a long time [25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31] , and recent investigations have provided us with reliable determinations of the spectrum in all the J P C channels [32, 33] . Reliable numerical results at larger N have become available only more recently [34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42] and mostly concern the groundstate and the first excitation in the 0 ++ and 2 ++ channels.
In general, hadronic states on the lattice are computed with a variational ansatz, and in order to reliably extract the energy of excitations the variational basis must be large. Building a large variational basis in all the symmetry channels, corresponding to the quantum numbers of the hadrons for which we want to extract the mass spectrum, proves to be quite complicated from a technical point of view (see e.g. Refs. [43, 44] for a discussion in the context of the meson spectrum). For this reason, so far the bulk of the effort for extracting reliable single-particle spectra in the glueball sector has been put on the physical case N = 3, with the calculations at larger N focusing mostly on much fewer states. Given the theoretical importance of determining accurately the behaviour of the theory at large N , it would be useful to have a more comprehensive calculation also in that case.
Our work aims to fill this gap. In this paper we will provide the first determination of the large N glueball spectrum (obtained with an extrapolation including values of N up to eight) in several irreducible representations of the lattice rotational group and for both values of parity and charge conjugation. We find that, also for the states studied for the first time in this work, a small 1/N 2 correction to the N = ∞ limit describes the data with an accuracy of a few percents all the way down to N = 3. Progress over previous computations has been made possible by the implementation of an automatic method for generating computer code for correlators of operators in various representations of the lattice rotational group starting from some basic operators. With this technique, inserting extra operators in our variational basis becomes an almost trivial task and the only limitations to the number of operators that can be used in the calculation are given by the available computational resources. In particular, using our method we are able to build a variational basis that includes torelon (i.e. states coupling to two Polyakov loops, which have an infinite mass in the infinite volume limit) and scattering operators; a variational ansatz on such a comprehensive basis allows us to disentangle genuine single-particle states from spurious or multi-particle resonances. The investigation reported in this work has been performed at a single value of the lattice spacing that has been fixed to a common value across the various SU(N ) gauge groups simulating at the gauge coupling corresponding to the deconfinement temperature when the temporal extension of the lattice is N T = 6. The extrapolation to the continuum limit will be the subject of future investigations.
The rest of the paper is organised as follows. The lattice setup will be briefly discussed in Sect. 2. In Sect. 3 we shall review the variational method for extracting glueball masses, discuss scattering and torelon states, and briefly present our algorithm for automatically generating glueball operators in an irreducible representation of the rotational group. Our numerical results will be discussed in Sect. 4, with the extrapolation to large N given in Sect. 5. Finally, a summary of our findings together with an outlook on future developments will be the subject of Sect. 6.
SU(N) gauge theories on the lattice
The lattice discretisation of SU(N ) Yang-Mills theory used throughout this work is entirely conventional. We consider the system defined on an isotropic four-dimensional torus of linear size L. If a is the lattice spacing, the number of points in each direction is given by N L = L/a. The volume of the system in physical units is given by V = L 4 . Directions are indicated with Greek symbols and lattice points are labelled with Latin letters. The fundamental degrees of freedom of the theory are the link variables U µ (i) ∈ SU(N ). U µ (i) is associated to the bond (i;μ) that joins the site i with i +μ. The Wilson action for the lattice theory is given by
where U µν (i) is the parallel transport of the link variables along the elementary lattice plaquette stemming from point i and identified by the positive pair of directions (μ,ν). β is defined as β = 2N/g 2 0 , with g 0 the bare gauge coupling. The Euclidean path integral reads
with DU the product of the Haar measures associated to each link. The observables we shall study in this work are glueball masses. For the continuum theory, at fixed quantum numbers J P C and for fixed excitation in the spectrum, the corresponding mass has corrections that can be expressed in a power series in 1/N 2 . This is also true in the lattice strong coupling [45] and has been shown to apply also for intermediate couplings [38, 46, 47] . In this work, we study the large N limit for fixed lattice spacing a as N varies. The lattice spacing is chosen in the domain where the behaviour of the discretised theory is dominated by the physics in the continuum limit, i.e. in a regime in which lattice corrections to continuum values of observables are modest.
Since like QCD SU(N ) gauge theories are defined by one dynamically generated scale, the physical value of the lattice spacing can be determined by measuring this length in units of a and assigning to the dynamical scale its continuum value. Conventionally, the square root of the string tension σ is chosen to set the scale; fixing another quantity as a function of a amounts to corrections of order a 2 σ to physical observables. In order to compare quantities at fixed lattice spacing across different SU(N ) groups, it proves useful to set the scale using the (pseudo)-critical coupling at fixed temporal extent. The justification for this choice (already successfully used in [48, 49] ) is that this quantity can be determined to a very high degree of accuracy. We adopt the deconfinement temperature at N T = 6 to fix the lattice spacing to the same value when changing N . The choice of using β c at this particular value of N T to set the scale is a compromise between the requirement of being in the continuum scaling regime and the practical convenience of having sufficiently large lattices in physical units for a computationally bearable value of the number of lattice sites N 4 L . In fact, N L = 12 for β = β c (N T = 6) gives a glueball spectrum in the scaling region and free from large finite size artefacts [38] .
Extracting glueball masses
In this section we present the construction of our operators and we review the general methodology for extracting glueball masses. While the standard variational procedure and the construction of operators in irreducible representations of the cubic lattice group is well known, this is, up to our knowledge, the first systematic attempt of inserting scattering and torelon operators into the variational set, in order to rule out from the spectrum contributions of these spurious states.
Symmetries of the lattice spectrum
At finite lattice spacing a the continuum rotation group is not an exact symmetry of the system. The full continuum rotational symmetry is dynamically restored only when a → 0. On the lattice, eigenstates of the Hamiltonian have to fall into the irreducible representations of the octahedral point group G O , the symmetry group of the cube. The octahedral point group has 5 irreducible representations A 1 , A 2 , E, T 1 and T 2 respectively with dimensions 1, 1, 2, 3, 3. Since we are interested in the glueball spectrum of the gauge theory in the continuum, we need to consider G O as a subgroup of the complete rotation group SO(3): irreducible representations of SO(3) are decomposed in terms of those of G O . Irreducible representations of integer spin J in SO(3) restricted to G O are referred to as subduced representations J ↓ G O . When considered as a representation of G O , the (2J + 1) degeneracy of the continuum spin J state is split onto different irreducible representations of G O . A simple example of this kind of pattern is the spin 2 (tensor) glueball, whose 5 polarisations are seen on the lattice as different states, 2 in the E and 3 in the T 2 representation of G O . Due to the breaking of continuum rotational symmetry on the lattice, the aforementioned pattern of degeneracies is exact in the limit a → 0, but it is only approximate at finite a. Comparing the measured glueball spectrum with the expected pattern of degeneracy can give information on the relevance of lattice artifacts. Near the continuum limit, it is possible to identify the masses of spin J glueballs by matching the patterns of degeneracies of the subduced representations J ↓ G O from the degeneracy coefficients. We report these coefficients up to J = 4 in Tab. 1. For any given operatorŌ on the lattice, we define a rota- tion transformation as R i (Ō) where the index i labels all the elements of the group G O . Since a generic representation of the group will not be irreducible, in order to create states that transform only in a given symmetry channel, we will need to create an appropriate linear combination of the rotations of the original operator. We define an operator in the irreducible representation R as
The coefficients c
appearing in the summation are obtained from the unitary operator that implements the change of basis from our choice of the representation in 24 dimensions into an orthonormal basis for each of the 5 invariant subspaces [30] . By adding parity and charge conjugation to the group of pure rotations, we get the full symmetry group of glueball states on the lattice, which is referred to as G
has a total of 20 irreducible representations labelled by R P C , where R indicates one of the 5 irreducible representations of G O , P is the parity eigenvalue and C is the charge conjugation eigenvalue. As we will explain in details below, operators that are eigenstates of irreducible representations of G O are constructed as traces of products of link variables along closed paths. Hence, eigenstates of C are given by the real (C = +1) or the imaginary (C = −1) part of the operator and adding and subtracting parity transformed operators gives definite-P states (respectively P = +1 and P = −1). As usual we will label as R P C the ground state in a given symmetry channel, and its excitations as R P C followed by one or more ⋆ .
Construction of the operators
At finite volume, the single-particle glueball spectrum receives non-negligible corrections from multi-glueball states. Moreover, when the system is closed with periodic boundary conditions (like in our case) topological excitations wrapping the compact direction (torelons) with the same quantum numbers of glueballs appear; if not correctly accounted for, these states can affect significantly the measured glueball spectrum. In order to control these spurious contributions, we included in the variational set operators that best overlap with two-glueballs and torelon states. The variational procedure described in the next section will allow us not only to extract some excited states together with the lowest-lying state in each channel, but also to disentangle the contributions of spurious states. Before discussing the details of the variational procedure, we will describe the kind of operators used to define the variational set. All the operators described in the following are to be understood as gauge-invariant, vacuumsubtracted operators:
Glueball operators
The single-trace operator that we use to project onto glue- ball states is simply defined as
where φ(t) is a zero-momentum operator given by the wall average over the temporal slice
(3.4) In our definition of the variational set we used a wide range of different closed loops C, with lengths ranging from 4 to 8 lattice spacings. The basic shapes we used in our calculations are summarised in Fig. 1 . In a given symmetry channel, we then correlate glueball operators of the form
where the last term in second line is different from zero only when R = A ++ 1 . The number of different operators that we included in our variational set is summarised in Tab. 2 for all the symmetry channels.
Scattering operators
An operator that projects onto scattering states of two glueballs is a double-trace operator. A trial operator that overlaps mainly onto scattering states has the form where φ(t) is a zero-momentum operator defined as in Eq. (3.4). The operator appearing in the correlator matrix for the scattering states can be written using Eq. (3.1) as toroidal lattice in the spatial direction. The mass of a torelon state scales linearly with the lattice size L and the contribution of these states in the spectrum can be easily identified with a finite volume study. However, we can include in our variational set operators that mainly project onto torelon states and identify them on a single volume. Torelon excitations transform non-trivially under the centre of the gauge group, and are characterised by their charge under this transformation (n-ality). Since the glueballs transform trivially under the centre of the gauge group, they can only couple to states that have zero n-ality. For this reason the torelon operators have been created from products of two Polyakov loops l ν winding around opposite directions. We started from defining
where the sum over µ runs on the spatial directions orthogonal to the one of the loops, and then the operator Φ (R) (t) can be constructed as in the previous cases by using Eq. (3.1). By choosing different shapes for the combination l ν (x, t)l † ν (x +μa, t), we can obtain a fairly large variational set in all the 20 symmetry channels (see Tab. 3). The shapes we used are pictorially shown in Fig. 2 .
Blocking and smearing
Masses of a lattice state R P C can be extracted from the behaviour of the correlator
where G labels a generic eigenstate of the action in an appropriate orthonormal basis. At large temporal distance, when only the lowest-lying state, labelled by the subscript 0, is contributing to the sum, it becomes possible to determine the mass of this state from the asymptotic single exponential decay
where we have defined the overlap of the operator Φ (R) on the state G as
and the normalisation is chosen in such a way that
In principle, Eq. (3.10) allows one to extract glueball masses from the large t behaviour of correlators. However, it is already well known [50, 51, 30, 32 ] that a good signal-over-noise ratio for the decay of this gluonic correlator can be obtained only at small temporal distances. Therefore it is mandatory to obtain the asymptotic single-exponential behaviour for t as small as possible. In fact, the single-exponential behaviour could be obtained at any t if there were only a single propagating state. The main idea underlying the variational technique is to enhance the propagation of a single given state G in the sum of Eq. (3.9) and be able to find a normalised overlap |c G | 2 of order 1. To achieve such a result, standard smearing and blocking techniques [50, 51] have been implemented in the past, together with variational procedures. In this work, we used the improved blocking algorithm of [38] . The basic idea is to create a configuration of super-links, obtained from an appropriate composition of blocking and smearing, from which we then build our "blocked" operators. The operator resulting from this procedure has a typical "size" given by the level of iterations of the algorithm. Blocked operators have a smaller sensitivity to fluctuations at the UV scale, and their overlap with the high-energy modes of the spectrum is reduced. In using the algorithm of [38] , we fixed the parameters of the algorithm to (p a , p d ) = (0.40, 0.16) for the smearing part (see Fig. 3 ), while a blocked link is obtained multiplying two consecutive smeared links. This choice has been shown to produce operators with |c G | 2 ≈ O(1) for all symmetry channels. As a result, operators constructed at different blocking levels N b will allow us to enlarge the variational set introduced above. For example, each of the glueball operators of Tab. 2 can be built using blocked super-links at different levels and, in our variational procedure, we were thus able to use a set that is effectively N b = 4 times bigger than the original one. A remark is in order here. The blocking procedure may lead to the construction of gauge variant operators if the size of the lattice along the blocked direction is not multiple of 2 N b −1 and one is measuring operators that wind along this direction. This problem can be circumvented mixing different lower blocking levels [34] . 
Variational procedure
Let us briefly describe the procedure we have used to obtain the mass of a lattice state starting from a variational basis constructed as discussed above. In the following, we denote by Φ (R) α an operator that creates a state in the R channel, just as defined in Eq. (3.1), and the index α ∈ 1, . . . , N o labels one of the N o operators in the variational set. Since we will be dealing with one channel at a time, from now on, we will drop the (R) superscript for the sake of clarity. The variational ansatz consists in finding an appropriate linear combination of the basis operators
whose correlator contains a single propagating state for which the mass is minimised by the optimal v α . The optimisation of v α can be solved as a generalised eigenvalue problem. We start by measuring a correlator matrix between all the possible choices of operators in the variational set
Then we diagonalise the matrixC(t) =C −1 (0)C(t) to solve the eigenvalue equation
where we chooset = 1. Each eigenvalue gives the mass of a state in the chosen symmetry channel, thus the largest eigenvalue corresponds to the ground state and its eigenvector is used to construct the operator that best overlaps onto it following Eq. (3.13). In the present work we studied the eigenvectors corresponding to the 5 highest eigenvalues to construct operatorsΦ(t) i , i = 1, · · · , 5, whose diagonal correlators C ii (t) are fitted with the single-cosh ansatz 16) which assumes that the exponential of Eq (3.9) is dominated by only one state with mass m i . This procedure allows us to extract also masses of excited states since the operatorsΦ i (t) that decay with a mass m i = m 0 within errors are generally good approximations of excited glueballs wavefunctions. A large variational set can result in a singular correlation matrix if accidental linear dependencies between the operators develop. To prevent singularities in the correlation matrix, we have defined a posteriori the variational basis in each channel as the largest set of operators for which the inversion of C can be performed with a numerical accuracy of order 10 −13 or better. From the point of view of the implementation, it should be clear that the simulation code must be able to handle a huge amount of different shapes for the construction of the operators. Moreover, it is not known a priori which are the relevant shapes in the definition of a good variational set. Thus the simulation should be flexible enough to allow us to change the used shapes with little effort. In our project we have decided to develop a totally automated environment that is able, at compile time, to create the code to measure all the possible shapes in all the possible symmetry channels, with the only input of a string representing each shape we want to include in the calculation. This environment has been created by means of a Mathematica code that, starting from a set of shapes and symmetry channels, writes the plain functions to measure the properly symmetrized operators and their correlators. Such a solution turns out to be very efficient, since all the running time is used only in measuring the operators. In the end our environment allows us to use a large basis of operators, whose size is limited only by the amount of available memory and computer time, and that can hence be increased at will with no programming effort.
Numerical results
Our calculations are performed for 3 ≤ N ≤ 8. As discussed in Sect. 2, at each N we simulate at the coupling for which the system is at the deconfinement temperature on a N T = 6 lattice. For N = 3, 4, 6, 8, β c (N T = 6) is available from previous calculations [52, 53, 54] . For the remaining values of N , we have computed β c (N T ) as follows [52, 53] . On a lattice with geometry N 3 L × N T we computed first β c for N T = 5 using an extrapolation to the thermodynamic limit of the position of the peak of the Polyakov loop susceptibility and then we assumed the coefficient of the 1/N 3 L term from that fit to extrapolate to the thermodynamic limit the peak position of the Polyakov loop susceptibility from results obtained at N T = 6 at one value of N L in the asymptotic regime. Our analysis confirms the expectation that for N = 5 and N = 7 the deconfinement phase transition is first order; the details of this calculation will be reported elsewhere. Tab. The parameters used in the simulations are also summarised in Tab. 4. A typical run has N τ thermalisation sweeps after which we start measuring the correlators. A Monte Carlo step consists of a compound sweep in which one heat-bath update is followed by 4 over-relaxation sweeps. After the thermalisation process we perform N MC sweeps. We chose to measure every N compound sweeps to reduce autocorrelation between the measures. The N measures measure sweeps are further divided in N bins bins; each bin is an average over N width measures. The total set of measures to be analysed is then N bins × runs, where each run is independent of all the others. After performing the variational calculation, the diagonal elements of the correlation matrix are fitted with the single-cosh ansatz of Eq. (3.16), which assumes that only one state dominates the signal. Unitarity imposes |c i | 2 ≤ 1. In practise, we are often able to obtain overlaps of the order of 0.95, which proves the validity of the original variational ansatz. As a consequence, the fit generally works very well on the range 1 ≤ t ≤ 4.
In our investigation, we start by excluding at first the scattering states from our variational basis. Our numerical results are summarised in Tabs. 5-10, where we list for all the gauge groups the channels for which we were able to extract at least the groundstate mass; where more than a mass has been extracted, excitations are denoted with a number of ⋆ indicating their position in the spectrum, according to the standard convention. For each gauge group, we are able to obtain a signal in most of the J P C channels, with a good quality of the fit. We have highlighted in boldface the states for which the χ 2 is bigger than 1.25; similarly, we have indicated in boldface states for which the overlap is less than 0.85 (possibly indicating that the single-cosh fit might be a suboptimal approximation) or statistically bigger than 1 (the error on the overlap coming from the fit, which is not reported, is at most of the order of 0.1). Only the states that are free from those problems (which are a large majority) will be used for the large N extrapolation.
The symmetry channel for which we are able to extract more states is the A ++ 1 . Symmetry channels whose groundstate is the same state in the continuum (e.g. the E ++ and the T ++ 2 , whose lowest-lying state is expected to be the 2 ++ glueball) have compatible groundstate mass with the expected degeneracy at our lattice spacing, confirming that for our choice of parameters we are in the scaling region.
The states obtained after the variational procedure can be decomposed into their projection onto the pure glueball states and onto the torelons:
where Φ G and Φ T are normalised to unity. This allows us to define the pure glueball component and the torelon component of those states respectively as
For all gauge groups, there is a high mixing between narrow glueball trial states and torelon states in the first excitation of the E ++ and in the second excitation of the A We now turn to the problem of mixing of narrow resonances with scattering states. Since a calculation involving scattering states is much more demanding in terms of computer time, we use the results from the computation involving only single-particle and torelon operators to target the channels where mixing with multi-particle states is expected to affect significantly the results. At large N , this is expected to happen for the excited states that are close to twice the energy of the groundstate. It is then clear that the channel in which scattering states can potentially influence the measured spectrum in a relevant way is the A ++ 1 , where we can extract several excitations. In our investigation, we limit the study of scattering states to the A 1 channel, for which we perform a calculation on a larger set of operators, including multi-glueball operators in addition to the single-glueball and torelon operators used before. In fact, we perform calculations on separate sets of operators (the full set and the sets obtained excluding in turn scattering, torelon and singleglueball operators). Our results are reported in Tabs. 11-16. In analogy with the calculation involving only single-particle and torelon operators, we define the mixing coefficients mix G , mix S and mix T that give the projection of the variational states respectively onto the single-glueball, scattering and torelon subspaces. The mass spectrum obtained with the different choices for the operator sets is illustrated in Figs. 4-8 . The remarkable property shown by this calculation is that when only scattering and torelon operators are used the lowest-lying state has a mass that is much higher (roughly by a factor of two) than the mass of the groundstate extracted with the full variational basis. Moreover, the latter appears always when single-particle operators are included in the calculation. This is an indication that our multi-glueball set of operators project only on scattering states, as it should be. The scattering state seems to be slightly above the first excited single-glueball excitation at any value of N , and corresponds to the state identified as A ++⋆⋆ 1 in the calculation that excludes the scattering operators (note the relatively large overlap of this state with the torelon operators in that calculation). Another feature we notice is that the number of excitations we are able to extract depends on the subset of operators used. This is hardly surprising, given the variational nature of the procedure. A similar analysis in the A
We performed an additional check of finite volume effects in the A ++ 1 channel studying SU(3) at N L = 18, with the results illustrated in Fig. 9 . This test shows the expected result that torelons are not visible anymore in the lowest-lying spectrum on this larger volume. In addition, the computed mass spectrum in the A ++ 1 channel is compatible with the one measured for N L = 12. Since finite size effects are expected to be more relevant for the lightest glueballs, this check indicates that finite size corrections are negligible for N L = 12.
In conclusion, our variational set enables us to correctly disentangle single-particle states from scattering states and torelon excitations. Moreover, the mixing coefficients give a measure of the contamination of the single-particle states from unwanted contributions. In the following, we consider single-glueball states all the states with a projection onto the single-glueball operator sector of 85% or larger and we disregard states with a projection of 20% or larger onto the torelon sector. Scattering states are identified as the states in the spectrum with a significant (30% or larger) projection onto the scattering sector that are degenerate in mass with the lowest-lying state in the S + T basis when the latter has the largest component in the scattering sector.
The large N spectrum
In [36, 38] it has been shown that the lowest-lying states of the spectrum can be extrapolated to the large N limit using only the leading large N correction:
where c is a coefficient of order one which depends on the symmetry channel. We perform a similar extrapolation for the states extracted in our work. We include in the fit all the states we have extracted from the variational procedure, indicating in boldface in the tables those who have been identified as potentially problematic in the previous section because of the overlap or of the larger χ 2 . The obtained large N spectrum is reported in Tabs. 17-21 1 . Generally, when a sufficient number of reliable states is present, the inclusion of the more dubious states does not change the result within errors. This is shown explicitly in Tab. 22, where the extrapolations with and without the less reliable states are compared. Both extrapolations are displayed in Figs. 10-19 for all the quantum numbers for which a large N limit can be extracted. We find that the ansatz (5.1) works for all the measured states (including the excitations) for N ≥ 3. In general, the central value of c is found to be small (always of order one or below), as it is expected for a generic coefficient in a well-behaved expansion. For most of the states we find only modest corrections to the N = ∞ value of the mass: with a few exceptions, c is compatible with zero and a fit with only the leading term am G (∞) in Eq. (5.1) gives a result that is compatible with the fit that includes also the O(1/N 2 ) correction. In the following, we shall use the fit results obtained with the ansatz (5.1). As expected, the channel for which we extract the highest number of states is the A ++ 1 , where we clearly see the groundstate, the first two excitations and a scattering state. The large N extrapolation is shown in Fig. 10 . The groundstate is clearly visible also in the A −+ 1 channel, lying slightly below the first excitation of the A ++ 1 channel (Fig. 11) . Fig. 12 shows the extrapolation of the groundstate in the A +− 2 channel, which is the only state we can extract for the A 2 irreducible representation of the octahedral group. It is also clearly shown the effects of including less reliable masses in the extrapolation fit. In the E channels, we get the groundstate and the first excitation for the E ++ (Fig. 13) , in addition to a torelon state that we discard because it is not a spectral state. The ground state and the first excitation are also visible in the E −+ (Fig. 14) , while only the groundstate is present in our extrapolated data for the E +− and E −− (Fig. 15) . The groundstate is clearly visible in the T −+ 1 and T ++ 1 channels (Fig. 16) , while also the first excitation can be seen in the T +− 1 channel (Fig. 17) . Finally, two states appear in the T ++ 2 channel (Fig. 18) , with the groundstate determined for the T (Fig. 19) . The large N extrapolation preserves the degeneracy of states that have the same spin in the continuum limit. The only exception to this general fact is observed for the (E +− ,T +− 2 ) pair. We notice however that the extrapolation to N → ∞ of the T
+− 2
groundstate only relies on two values at finite N . This probably explains the splitting between the two states at N = ∞.
We have also extrapolated to the large N limit the scattering states identified in the A ++ 1
and A −+ 1 channels. For the former state, for which we have better control, the extrapolated value of the energy is compatible with twice the mass of the groundstate, in agreement with the expectation that particles do not interact at large N . The energy of the A −+ 1 (S) is slightly smaller than twice the mass of the corresponding groundstate, but this should probably be ascribed to the lack of control over the extrapolation to the large N limit, which had to rely only on two finite-N values.
The single-glueball spectrum determined in this work is plotted in Fig. 20 and it is compared with the known spectrum at the same lattice spacing taken from Ref. [38] . While the latter work achieve a better precision for the A , in this study we are able to measure seventeen more states. Moreover, our results for the common states are compatible with those reported in [38] .
The determination of masses in various symmetry channels opens the possibility to study Regge trajectories at large N . A mandatory first step in this context is the identification of the continuum spin corresponding to each lattice state. The identification of the continuum spin is in general a very complicated task (see e.g. Ref. [42] for a discussion). In this work we use the simple-minded approach of looking at the subduced representations reported in Tab. 1, with the appearance of the same continuum state in various G O representations taken into account whenever the expected degeneracies are unambiguous. We associate all states in the A 1 representation with spin J = 0, the T 1 states are associated with J = 1 and the only J = 3 state is obtained from the A 2 lattice state. For J = 2, we average the E and the corresponding T 2 states when possible, except for J P C = 2 +− for which we take only the E +− , having a poor control over the errors from the T +− 2 extrapolation. The resulting Chew-Frautschi plot is shown in Fig. 21 . In order to obtain the string tension in lattice units at our lattice spacing, we have performed a large N extrapolation of the data for T c / √ σ in Refs. [53, 47] , from which we obtain T c / √ σ = 0.5851 (32) for N T = 6 and N = ∞. Although our results are in qualitative agreement with Ref. [42] , in order to check reliably predictions coming from various models more excitations and mostly higher spin states would be needed.
Conclusions
In this work, we have studied numerically on the lattice the glueball spectrum in Yang-Mills SU(N ) gauge theories in the large N limit. Using an automated technique for constructing trial wave functionals in all possible symmetry channels, we have built a large variational basis that has enabled us to obtain a large number of states, including some excitations. Moreover, the inclusion of functionals that best overlap with scattering and torelon states has allowed us to unambiguously exclude multi-particle states or finite-size artefacts from the spectrum of narrow resonances. This is a significant advance in our understanding of the large N glueball spectrum from first principles. Our calculation being at fixed lattice spacing, a natural development of this work would be the determination of the spectrum in the continuum limit. We expect that as the lattice spacing becomes finer, more and more states will be pinned down by our variational calculation. In this respect, it might be helpful to use anisotropic lattices, like in Ref. [32] . Together with a correct identification of the continuum spin states corresponding to the glueball states classified according to the irreducible representations of G O , a similar calculation would open the way to a comprehensive investigation of Regge trajectories, which are expected to be a more clean signature of the spectrum at large N than at N = 3. With little or no modification, the technique we have presented in this work will also prove helpful in related problems, like the lattice study of glueballs in QCD and the study of the low-energy spectrum of confining flux tubes. Table 6 : The measured spectrum of pure SU(4) gauge theory from lattice simulations at the parameters shown in the header. Table 7 : The measured spectrum of pure SU(5) gauge theory from lattice simulations at the parameters shown in the header.
SU (6) 2.36 (34) 0.98 1.11 0.9618 0.0382 Table 9 : The measured spectrum of pure SU(7) gauge theory from lattice simulations at the parameters shown in the header.
SU (8) channel at the parameters shown in the header. A wide range of different variational sets is employed and the results are compared. In particular, we want to highlight the mixing with multi-glueballs and bi-torelon states. channel at the parameters shown in the header. A wide range of different variational sets is employed and the results are compared. In particular, we want to highlight the mixing with multi-glueballs and bi-torelon states. channel at the parameters shown in the header. A wide range of different variational sets is employed and the results are compared. In particular, we want to highlight the mixing with multi-glueballs and bi-torelon states. channel at the parameters shown in the header. A wide range of different variational sets is employed and the results are compared. In particular, we want to highlight the mixing with multi-glueballs and bi-torelon states. Masses in the T 1 representation 
